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OUR  ENDOWMENT  CAMPAIGN 


GIFTS  OF  WAR  BONDS 


THE  CHASON  MEMORIAL 


THE  CLASS  OF  1943 


PROGRESS  OF 
ENDOWMENT  CAMPAIGN 

Ten  months  have  now  elapsed  since  announcement  was 
first  made  that  friends  in  Atlanta  had  offered  to  match  all 
gifts  contributed  for  the  endowment  of  Columbia   Semi- 
nary dollar  for  dollar  up  to  a  total  of  $50,000,  if  received 
by  October   1,    1943.    The  time  when  this  offer  came  was 
not  one  at  which  it  seemed  wise  to  inaugurate  a   formal 
campaign  in  cities  or  churches,  and  no  attempt  of   that 
nature  has  been  made.    On  the  other  hand,  the  offer  which 
had  been  made  was  of  so  generous  and  challenging  a  nature 
that  it  was  necessary  for  every  proper  effort  to  be  made 
to  meet  it  and  to  secure  the  full  amount  which  had  been 
made  available.     Hence  a  quiet  but  steady  and  continuing 
appeal  for  gifts  has  been  directed  to  the  friends  of  Colum- 
bia Seminary  throughout  the  supporting  synods. 

The  results  of  that  appeal  have,  in  many  respects,  been 
highly  gratifying.  Although  most  of  the  gifts  received  up 
to  the  present  have  been  small,  many  of  them  have  been 
generous  and  even  sacrificial.  An  encouraging  number  of 
these  contributions  has  come  from  individuals  who  had  not 
even  been  solicited,  but  who  had  learned  of  the  seminary's 
opportunity  and  who  wanted  to  help  in  meeting  it.  Some 
of  the  churches  have  been  able  to  help  by  sending  checks 
representing  an  unallotted  portion  of  their  benevolent 
funds— a  practice  which  might  be  possible  for  others  in 
this  year  when  gifts  to  benevolences  have  reached  unex- 
pectedly high  levels. 

Despite  the  encouragement  which  comes  through  such 
gifts   as   those   which   we   have   mentioned,   however,    the 
seminary  is  still  very  far  short  of  attaining  its  goal  in  this 
undertaking.      Slightly   more   than    $15,000   had   been   re- 
ceived in  cash  up  to  June  1.     There  is  also  good  reason  to 
hope    that    several   substantial   gifts,   which   have   not   yet 
been  definitely  promised,  will   be  received  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  allotted  time.     There  must  be  many  more 
gifts,  large  and  small,  if  the  full  $50,000  is  to  be  secured 
""  It  is  our  earnest  hope  that  all  who  read  this  bulletin  will 
consider  it  as  a  personal  message.     If  you  have  not  con- 
tributed in  this  campaign,  will  you  not  do  so  now?     If 
you  are  in  one  of  the  five  supporting  synods  and  if  your 
congregation  has  made  no  contribution,  would  it  not  be 
possible  for  it   to  do  so   during   the   next  three   months? 
Every  dollar  that  is  given  now  will  mean  two  dollars  in- 
vested for  the  work  of  our  Church.     We  must  not  lose 
this  opportunity  for  the  seminary  and  for  the  Kingdom. 

WAR  BONDS  FOR  THE  WINNING  OF  THE  PEACE 

These  are  days  in  which  loyal  Americans  are  being 
urged  to  purchase  Government  Bonds  for  the  financing 
of  our  war  effort.  The  appeal  is  one  which  we  cannot  and 
will  not  ignore.  America  must  win  the  war,  and  in  order 
to  do  so  she  must  have  the  wholehearted  and  sacrificial  sup- 
port of  her  citizens.  The  buying  of  bonds  to  the  limits  of 
our  ability  is  one  of  the  least  sacrificial,  but  most  impor- 
tant, of  our  duties  as  patriots. 


It  is  a  tragic  necessity  that  money  which  is  invested  in 
our  government's  bonds  today  be  used  for  purposes  of  de- 
struction in  so  far  as  the  immediate  future  is  concerned. 
There  is  no  reason,  however,  why  even  that  money  may  not 
be  devoted  to  the  constructive  work  of  the  Church  and 
invested  for  the  blessing  of  all  nations  in  the  years  which 
will  follow  the  peace.  Several  friends  of  Columbia  Seminary 
have  already  combined  the  performance  of  patriotic  duty 
with  a  desire  to  aid  in  the  training  of  Christian  Ministers 
by  purchasing  war  bonds  and  presenting  them  to  the  insti- 
tution as  endowment.  The  seminary  believes  that  this 
method  of  contributing  affords  a  real  opportunity  to  many 
who  would  like  to  aid  in  its  campaign  but  who  feel  that 
they  must  buy  bonds,  and  takes  this  opportunity  to  call  it 
to  their  favorable  attention. 

Those  who  desire  to  make  gifts  of  War  Bonds  will  find 
that  only  two  issues — Series  F  and  Series  G — are  available 
for  ownership  by  this  institution.  A  Series  F  Bond  bearing 
a  face  value  of  $2  5.00  and  maturing  in  twelve  years  may 
be  purchased  for  $18.50.  A  $100.00  bond  of  this  issue 
costs  only  $74.00.  All  gifts  of  bonds  made  to  the  seminary 
thus  far  have  been  of  this  issue.  The  Series  G  bond  is 
designed  to  provide  current  income  for  a  twelve  year  ma- 
turity period  and  is  sold  at  its  full  face  value.  The  small- 
est bond  available  in  this  issue,  all  denominations  of  which 
bear  interest  at  2/2%  per  year,  is  of  $100.00  face  value. 

Individuals  who  desire  to  purchase  such  bonds  personally 
and  to  send  them  to  the  institution  should  see  that  they 
are  registered  as  follows:  Columbia  Theological  Seminary, 
Decatur,  Ga.  (Incorporated) .  Those  who  prefer  to  have 
the  matter  handled  by  the  seminary  may  send  the  money 
to  the  seminary  with  the  request  that  it  be  used  in  the 
purchase  of  bonds,  and  this  request  will  be  obeyed  imme- 
diately. 

THE  THOMAS  CHASON  MEMORIAL  FUND 

On  November  24,  1941,  Dr.  Thomas  Chason  of  Donal- 
sonville,  Ga.,  passed  to  his  eternal  reward  after  a  life  of 
devoted  and  useful  Christian  service.  He  was  a  beloved 
physician  and  surgeon,  having  ministered  for  years  to  the 
physical  needs  of  his  fellow-men  with  rare  skill  and  care. 
Not  only  so,  but  he  was  a  servant  of  the  Great  Physician 
and  a  man  of  high  Christian  principles  and  character.  As 
a  member  and  an  elder  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Donalsonville,  he  was  deeply  interested  in  all  that  pertained 
to  the  work  of  his  denomination  and  to  the  advancement 
of  the  Kingdom.  He  believed  in  theological  education  and 
had  been  a  contributor  to  the  work  of  Columbia  Seminary. 

It  is  a  privilege  for  this  institution,  dedicated  to  the 
training  of  Christian  ministers,  to  accept  and  administer  a 
fund  of  $5,000.00  which  has  been  designated  as  a  memorial 
to  this  Christian  doctor.  In  making  this  gift  in  memory 
of  her  husband  last  December,  Mrs.  Chason  wrote  of  her 
hope  and  prayer  that  it  would  also  "redound  to  lasting 
good  in  assisting  some  young  man  in  his  preparation  for  a 
better  life."  As  a  part  of  the  endowment  of  this  institu- 
tion,  administered   permanently   as   a   trust   fund   for   the 


purpose  mentioned,  it  will  help  not  merely  one  young  man 
but  many  as  the  years  pass.  Surely  no  memorial  could  be 
more  appropriate  or  significant,  for  its  real  results  will 
endure  not  only  for  time  but  for  eternity. 

In  making  public  announcement  concerning  this  fund 
the  seminary  would  not  only  record  its  gratitude  for  it  but 
would  express  the  hope  that  this  gift  may  serve  as  an 
inspiration  for  others.  Memorials  for  a  wide  variety  of 
purposes  may  be  established  at  Columbia  Seminary  by  gifts 
either  large  or  small,  and  the  president  of  the  institution 
will  be  glad  to  furnish  information  concerning  these  oppor- 
tunities upon  request. 

THE  CLASS  OF  1943 

At  the  graduation  exercises  of  Columbia  Seminary  on 
May  18,  1943,  diplomas  were  awarded  to  twenty  members 
of  the  Senior  Class.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  different 
fields  of  service  to  which  these  able  and  consecrated  young 
men  have  gone — or  are  soon  to  go. 

One  member  of  the  class,  with  his  wife,  is  under  ap- 
pointment as  a  missionary  of  our  Church  to  the  Congo 
and  will  leave  for  Africa  within  a  few  weeks.  Four  other 
members  of  the  class  hope  later  to  receive  similar  foreign 
mission  appointments.  Three  of  these  graduates  have  re- 
ceived commissions  as  chaplains  in  the  United  States  Navy 
— joining  more  than  half  a  hundred  other  alumni  of  this 
institution  in  similar  service  with  our  armed  forces.  Two 
members  of  the  class  are  to  pursue  postgraduate  studies 
next  year  upon  fellowships  awarded  by  the  seminary,  and 
two  others,  who  received  similar  awards,  plan  to  take  such 
studies  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  The  other  seniors 
have  accepted  calls  to  a  variety  of  churches  here  at  home 
— in  rural  areas,  in  small  towns,  in  cities,  and  in  defense 
areas.  Some  will  be  in  home  mission  fields,  others  in  self- 
supporting  congregations,  and  one  in  pioneer  work,  but  all 
alike  will  be  privileged  to  spend  themselves  in  the  greatest 
undertaking  known  to  man. 

Columbia  Seminary  is  proud  to  claim  these  men  as  her 
own.  So  long  as  the  institution  can  send  forth  graduates 
of  similar  character  and  attainments  we  believe  that  it  will 
merit  the  full  support  of  the  Church. 


